

Assembly Policy
1. Aims and Objectives
1.1 The aims and objectives of assemblies at Cranberry Academy are:
· to provide an opportunity for children to come together as a school community.
· to enable children to reflect on spiritual, moral, social, and cultural issues.
· to encourage children to explore and reflect on their own values and beliefs.
· to encourage participation, celebration, and respectful discussion.
· to foster a sense of belonging and shared identity.
· to promote a common ethos with shared values, including the school's values of respect, resilience, curiosity, pride, positivity, and responsibility.
· to promote an understanding of British values and the richness of our diverse society.

2. Collective Worship
2.1 In line with the legal requirements under the 1988 Education Reform Act, our assemblies include opportunities for collective reflection that are broadly Christian in character, while being inclusive of the beliefs and backgrounds of all members of our school community.
2.2 While Cranberry Academy is not a faith school, we recognise the importance of providing time for thoughtful reflection that may be spiritual, moral, or philosophical in nature. Assemblies may include stories, poems, songs, or moments of silence to encourage children to reflect on positive values, such as kindness, perseverance, and gratitude.
2.3 We are committed to ensuring that assemblies are inclusive and meaningful for all children. Assemblies occasionally include references to Christian traditions, particularly around widely observed festivals such as Christmas and Easter, but we also explore the values and festivals of other world religions represented in our school and wider community.
2.4 Parents have the right to withdraw their child from collective worship, and any requests should be made in writing to the Principal. Alternative arrangements will be discussed with families as appropriate.




3. Organisation of Assemblies
3.1 We hold whole school assemblies on Monday and Friday mornings. Additional assemblies throughout the week include Key Stage assemblies, class assemblies, or assemblies linked to specific themes or events.
3.2 Assemblies are conducted in a calm and respectful way, helping children understand that this is a special time for reflection and togetherness. Children are expected to listen attentively, reflect respectfully, and take part appropriately in any shared activity, such as singing or sharing thoughts.
3.3 Assemblies are led by the Principal, members of the Senior Leadership Team, teaching staff, and occasionally by visitors from the local community, including faith representatives, where appropriate.
3.4 Assembly themes are linked to our PSHE/RSE curriculum, national events, religious festivals, and significant dates. Assemblies are carefully planned to ensure they are inclusive, engaging, and meaningful.
3.5 Assemblies also provide a space to celebrate children's achievements and share their learning. We encourage children to participate by presenting their work, performing, or leading parts of the assembly.
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