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Cranberry Academy
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	December 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	December 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs Heler 

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	

	Name of local music hub 
	St Bart’s 

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Love Music Trust, Music for Life, Music Squad.



This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 
[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]Part A: Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
	At Cranberry Academy, we are committed to delivering a high-quality Music curriculum designed to inspire pupils’ curiosity, enjoyment, and lifelong love of music. We recognise the power of music in supporting positive mental health and personal development. Our curriculum enables children to develop a broad range of musical skills, including singing, playing tuned and untuned instruments, improvisation, composition, and critical listening. Pupils also gain an understanding of the historical and cultural context of the music they encounter and learn how music can be notated.
Through our Music curriculum, children cultivate transferable skills such as teamwork, leadership, creative thinking, problem-solving, and performance skills. We provide an inclusive approach to teaching, ensuring that all pupils, regardless of ability, have access to high-quality learning opportunities. Provision is carefully tailored to meet the needs of children with learning difficulties and those with English as an additional language, while more able pupils are offered challenging tasks, often taking on roles as conductors and leaders in small group composition and performance activities.
To maintain high standards of teaching and learning, we implement a progressive curriculum that builds year-on-year, informed by the Model Music Curriculum and aligned with the National Curriculum objectives. Our approach is holistic, integrating the individual strands of music to create engaging and enriching learning experiences. The Kapow Primary curriculum forms the core teaching resource for Music in Early years, Key Stages 1 and 2, supplemented by a variety of activities and games. Differentiated guidance ensures lessons are accessible to all pupils, with opportunities to extend learning when appropriate. Knowledge organisers for each unit support pupils in building a strong foundation of factual knowledge, promoting recall of key facts and vocabulary.
The music led has met with the music department at Alsager school to support the transition to KS3.
The performance element of our curriculum has increased as each year group is encouraged to perform their final piece to another class.
At Cranberry Academy, we value Music equally with core subjects, recognising its importance in providing meaningful, real-life experiences. Pupils are encouraged to participate in a range of musical events throughout the year, including Harvest and Easter services, Christmas productions, and the school choir. In Year 5, children have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument through our Love Music Trust grant. Additionally, pupils have the chance to showcase their talents by entering the Cheshire East Young Musician of the Year competition. In addition, each year, a select number of pupils are awarded with a music award from each key stage.
We communicate our Music curriculum intent, implementation, and impact, as well as curriculum coverage and progression, on our school website. Key events and performances are shared via our school Facebook page, ClassDojo, and the school newsletter, ensuring parents are informed and invited to celebrate their children’s musical achievements.



[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Part B: Co-curricular music
This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music beyond the core curriculum.
	At Cranberry Academy, we recognise the importance of fostering strong links between home, the wider community, and school, and we actively encourage parental involvement in pupils’ musical learning. Children have opportunities to perform within the wider community at a variety of events, including Christmas and Easter performances, end-of-year productions, charity fundraising events, and collaborative projects with local schools, such as the One World Festival.
Our school choir participates in the Young Voices initiative and engages in a range of musical events throughout the year. While we do not currently have a school orchestra, pupils who have achieved Grade 4 or above have the opportunity to take part in orchestral events. Instrumental and vocal lessons are provided during the school year through Love Music Trust and Music for Life.
Pupils in Year 5 have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, currently the ukulele, through our Love Music Trust grant. At the end of the Spring Term, they showcase their learning in a concert for parents. In addition, all pupils can participate in weekly singing assemblies, further developing their vocal skills.
Extra-curricular opportunities include Keyboard Club, run by Music Squad, where children play individually and as part of a band. Parents receive regular updates on activities and progress within the club.
Through OPAL Play, children are also encouraged to engage creatively and imaginatively, with opportunities to explore musical and performing aspects in selected activities. This approach promotes self-expression, teamwork, and confidence in a playful and inclusive environment.



Part C: Musical experiences
This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.
	Pupils have the opportunity to participate in weekly singing assemblies, fostering confidence and vocal development. Cranberry Academy also has a school choir, which takes part in the Young Voices initiative and engages in a programme of musical events throughout the school year. While we do not currently have a school orchestra, pupils who have achieved Grade 4 or above are offered the opportunity to participate in orchestral events.
During the school year, instrumental and vocal lessons are provided by Love Music Trust and Music for Life. Keyboard Club, run by Music Squad, offers pupils the chance to perform both individually and as part of a band, with parents receiving regular updates on activities and progress. Pupils also have opportunities to perform during assemblies, and we actively encourage parents to share their own musical talents. Local musicians have been invited to perform for Key Stage 1 and lower Key Stage 2 pupils, and we are exploring ways to further develop these experiences.
In Key Stage 1, pupils participate in nativity performances and assemblies for Mother’s Day and Father’s Day. In Key Stage 2, Year Six pupils deliver an end-of-year performance for the school and parents along with a leavers assembly, while Early Years Foundation Stage pupils also take part in a dedicated parent event.
Looking ahead, Year Five pupils may have the opportunity to perform alongside the Halle Orchestra in Manchester, pending acceptance into the programme.



In the future
This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.
	Broadened Community Engagement
· Increase participation in local festivals, competitions, and community events beyond the One World Festival and charity performances.

Professional Musician Visits and Workshops
· Invite professional musicians, composers, and conductors to run workshops or performances for all year groups, extending beyond KS1 and lower KS2.
· Organise artist-in-residence programs to allow pupils to work intensively with experienced musicians on composition, improvisation, and performance skills.
Digital and Technology Integration
· Incorporate music technology and digital composition tools, such as GarageBand, Sibelius, or online sequencing programs, to support creativity and composition skills.
· Use recording and editing software to enable pupils to create, refine, and share their own music projects.
Parental and Community Involvement
· Organise workshops or music sessions where parents can actively participate alongside their children.
· Introduce a ‘Music Ambassadors’ programme to involve families and the wider community in promoting and supporting school music initiatives.
Wellbeing and Inclusion
· Explore music as a tool for mental health and wellbeing, e.g., therapeutic drumming sessions, songwriting projects, or mindfulness through music.
· Ensure that all new initiatives are inclusive, giving opportunities for pupils with SEND, EAL, or other barriers to access high-quality musical experiences.
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